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38 Now it cameto paſſe as they went that 
he entered into a certaine towne , and 4 
certaine woman named HMartha, re- 
ceiued him into her houſe. 

39 CAndſhe had a ſiſter called Marie, 
which alſo ſate at Teſus feete, and heard 
his preaching. 

40 But Martha was combered about 
much ſeruing, and came to himand 
ſaid, Maſter ,dveſt thou not care, that 
my ſiſter bath left me toſerue alone: bid 
ber therefore, that ſhe helpeme. - 

41 Andlieſu 1.7" ae _ 


pl 


her. c Martha , Martha, thou careit 

and art troubled about many things: 
2" But one thing 6s needfull, Marie hath 
choſen the good part, which ſhall not be 


taken awaie from hr. 


==15 Chrift hadſhewed 
WMA || himiclfelouing vnto 
9) || Lazarus and his fiſt- 

dA crs , in rayling him 
[| {GE trom the death of 
===. thcbody, and then 
trom the death of the ſoule : fo doe 
they hceere ſhew their thanktul minds 
to Chriſt againe,the one by recetuing 
kim into hir houſc, and the other by 
entertaining him into hir heart. As he 
was God hee was receiued of Mary: 
as hee was man hee was receiued of 
Martha. They both deſired to entcr- 
taine our Sauiour as Tacob and Eſau 
deſired to pleaſe their aged father, 
bur Mary made choife of the better 
part,and was preferred before hirfif.- 
cr asTacob ipcc ſooneſt of moſtdain- 


te 


tohn.1t. 


F 


Gen. 27 
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Maries Choiſe. 
tie Veniſon, and preuented his bro. 
therof the bleſſing. And although the 
careof Martha in theentertainingof 
Chriſt be not tobe miſliked ;, yetMa- 
ries diligence in hearing his doctrine 
is of purpoſe y_ ,to teach vs, 
that 1t is much betterwith Marie to 


ſtudicin the wordeFand firſt to ſeeke 4% $37 


the kingdom of God,then with Mar- 
tha to labour in the worlde, andto 
neglect that heauenly - + 2 
yetnotwithſtanding , ſuch is the cor. 
ruption of this ruſtie age , that our 
—_— care is to prouideforthis pre- 
ent life, as the rich man, Luk.12, that 
enlarged his barnes wherein to put 
his ſtore for many yeares : but wene- 
ueror very late remember to prouide 
for the lite to come like that other 
rich man, Luk,16, that neuerthought 
ofheauen, till hee was tormented in 
the lames ofhell. 

Inthe 11. of Tohn , Chriſtis {aid to 
loue his wholefamilic; and heerehe 
is laid to come vnto them. For whom 
"9 D 4 he 


Gen 5. 


CMaries Choije. 
heloneth he cannot chooſe but yiſit, 
like the friends of Iob that came: to 
comfort him in his great aduerſitie, 
yea and the greater louc hee beareth 
vnto any, the oftnerhewill reſort vn. 
to them, yea hee will comcand dyell 
with them. Iohn. 14. 23, Like [acob 
that came downe into Egipt , to his 
beloued ſonne Ioſcph, and dycltin 
Goſhen,But Chriſt 1s yet more kinde 
then Iacob was, for hee came nottill 
he was ſent for with horſes and Cha. 
riots, but Chriſt came of his owne ac- 
cord to this beloued familie . Thus 
dooth-healwayes preuentvs with his 
bleſſings : before hee was deſired hee 
cameinto the world, hee called his 
Apoſtles before they came to him, 
and before he was requeſted hecame 
vnto this noble houſe.O happy houle 
that enterteyned ſuch a gueſt, but 
thriſe happie inhabitants to whome 
ſuch a gueſt woulde vouchſafe to 
come ! When heecame ynto the fi 
niſh Gadarenes, they deſired him to 
7 nc depatt 


AN 4# 460 Choiſe. 
depart out of their coaſts , preferring 
their Swine aboue their Sauiour:but 4&4 
this godly family receiued him into 
their houſe, preterring their God be- 
fore their golde, and the health of 
their ſoules , before their worldlye . 
wealth. They receiued himinto their Marrh.#.sg Y 
houſe, whohadnot a houſe wherein : 
to put his head. Wherein their hoſpi- aur. 2s. 
'  calitieis commended, and ſhall cer- 
| Ef tainely be rewarded at thatdreadfull 
- Ef day:for with this and ſuch like works 

of mercie, the Lord ſhall anſwerethe 
; © ſentence ofiudgement,whichisto be 1? 
$ © denounced againſt the wicked, that [ 
e IE neuerexerciſed thoſe workes of mer- * 
$I cie, Letyslearne by their example to 
, & be harberous and giyen to hoſpitali- 


4. 4. 3 "EY 
” _ 


c El tie, whichis ſoofren commended vn- | 

ſe I tovs in the Scripture;and ſhall bee ſo 

ut Jl richly rewarded at the laſt day. Thoſe q 

ic godly Fathers Abraham and Lot, en- rae 
terteyned Angels in the habire of 


0 

'- ſtrangers : So wee may dayly enter- 
to taine Chriſt Iefus-inthe habite of 
ut poore 


Mares Choiſe, 

poore man,ofa blinde man,ofalame 
* man, and whatlocuer is doone vnto 
any oftheſe thatare his members, he 
accompteth and accepteth as doone 
ynto himſelfe. Now as thisvertue of 
hoſpitalitie is commendable in all 
forts of men : ſo is it more ſpecially 
commended to the minifters, who 
are expreſſely commanded by the A- 
poſtle among other things, to bee gi. 
uen to hoſpitalitie . Vntothe Leuites 
in the timeof thelawe, the Lorde a 
pointed cittics of refuge, to Genie 
that the Miniſters houſe ſhould bee 
the poore mans harbor, and his ſtore 
their trealurie: butthe true miniſters 
of our dayecs haue no citties of refuge 
for others , for they haue none for 
themſelues : they haue not where- 
with to relecuc the wants of others, 


for they haue not to relecue theyr 
oWNe. | 

When Martha had thus entertey- 
ned Chriſt as hee-was man into hir Þþ 
houſe;Marie began to enterteinehum 
Mas oe ME 25 


Maries Choiſe, 

as hewas Godinto herheart, ſhee fat 

at his teete to heare his preaching, for 

no ſooner was Chriſt come into the 
honſe,but that hee tooke occaſion to 

teach and inſtructthe family, andin 

ſteedeof bodily food which they be- 

ſtowed vppon him,to giuevntothem 
thetoode of the ſoule. Thus dooth 

he alwayes ſhew himſelfe athankfull 

oveſt, into what houſeſo euerhee en- 

treth, he leaueth better things behind 

him then he findeth, heeloues notro 

bein Zacheus debtfor his dinner, for Lute. r4. 
nſteed thereot he bringeth ſaluation 
to his houſe, neither dooth heeleaue 
his ſupper vnpaide for heere, for in- 
teed thereot hee beſtoweth 'vppon 
them a heauenly ſermon. This ſhould 
bethe-cxerciſe of faithfull miniſters 
when they are inuited to greatfeaſts, 
thatas they are called the falt of-the 
arth ,which ſerueth to ſeaſon' the 
neates to make them {auery,and pre- 

ze them froth putrifaRtion,; {6t 

hould ſeafon the table” talke' wi 


ſome 


Matth. 5.13 


Matth. x. 


Lake. $. 
loba.#. 


grace vnto thehearers,Ephe.4,29. 


aries Choſe. 
ſome godly conference, to miniſter 


Theſe ſiſters were godly women, 
and both carneſt fauourers of Ieſus 
Chriſt,andyectin the manner of their 
deuotion thereis ſuch difference, that 
the worldly affetion of the one may 
in ſome ſort be miſliked,in reſpeR of 
the godly exercile and practiſe of the 
other : Martha is ſore encumbred 
with much ſeruing, where a littleſer- 
uice had beene ſufficient : But Marie 
is attentiue to heare the worde of 
God which neuer can be heard ſut- 
ficiently. 

Marie ſitteth to heare the word,as 
Chriſt ved toſittewhen he preachec 
the word,to ſhew that the words tc 
beepreached and heard with a quiet 
minde. In a ſtill night euery voyce 
heard, and when the body is quic 
the minde moſt commonly is quic 
alſo:. But Martha is troubled with 

ther affayres, and therefore vnfit ti 
heare theword: as the ground a | 


| 
| 
{ 
( 
[ 
c 


| 
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Maries Choiſe: 


ſurcharged with ſtones , or ouer- Meth. z. 13. 


wne with weedes and thornes ,is 
vnfitto receiuethe ſeed, or yeeld any 
fruite to him that tilleth it . As often 
therefore as wee come to heare the 
word of God , wee mult not come 
with diſtracted mindes, wee muſt not 


trouble our ſelues with the cares of 


this lyfe,which (as our ſauiour faith) :,g. x. 1g. 


are thornesto choake the worde,and 
to make it vnfruitfull. For as Moſes 


was vnfitto talke with Godtill he had ***** 
put off his ſhooes,and the blind man arte. 19. 


vnfitte to cometo Chriſt till hee had 
throwne away his cloake, ſowemuſt 
thinke our ſelues vnfit to heare the 
word, andvnapt foreuery heauenly 
exerciſe, til we Lapua off our ſhoes, 
that is, our worldly cogitations and 
affetions, and till we hatecaſt away 
our cloake,that is;Allletsand impedi- 
ments which might hinder vs from 
profiting in our profeſſion. 


When ourmindesarequiet,we are rye. s. 


fitte to deale with heauenly marters, 


there- 


—J 
| 
y 
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Gen.1f. 
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Maries Choiſe, 
therefore the Doctors conferred ſir: 
ting in the Temple: and God deligh- 
teth to deale with vs when wee are 
moſt priuate : hee appearedto Abra. 
ham {1tting inthe doore of his Tent, 
The holy Ghoſt came downe vpon 
the Apoſtles, and filled all the houſe 
where they were {1tting. The Eunuch 
ſitting in his charret, was called and 
conuerted by Philips preaching. 

Marie fat at Ieſus tecte,yet ſat ſhee 
not ſleeping as many fit at the Prea. 
chers tecte, but ſhee ate at Chriſt his 
feetcand heard his worde . As Paul 
was brought vp at thefeete of Gama- 
leell ;and was perfectly inſtructed in 
the law of the Fathers. 

Hir humilitie: is commended, in 
thatſhe ſatat Icfus feere , to ſhew that 
the word is to bee heard with all, hu- 
militie : hirdiligence and earneſtnes 
appeareth,in thatſhee would not de- 
part to helpe hir ſiſter, to ſignihe that 
thehearing of the word muſt be prc- 
ferred before worldly buſineſle. 

Hir 


_ _ — —_ a«« 
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Maries Choiſe. 
- Hir diligence and humilitie, ſer. 
ueth to condemne our negligence, 
and contemptofChriſland big word: 
we doo not1itat Chriſt his feete, nay 
werather ſet Chriſt at ourfeet, when 
weeareſonegligetitin hearing of his 
worde. 

Wee are as {lowe to come to the 
Church, as the Rauen was to come ©** 
tothe Arke ,and as loth to ſpendany 
time in the ſeruice of God, as Pharao zxed.8. z2. 
was loth to let the Ifraclites goc to 
ſeruethe Lord. Ifacommoditic were 
to bee ſeene whereout ſome profit 
might ariſe, how carcfull would wee 
de to procure it ? what paines would 
wee take to get it? Ablalon was not , ,,,.. 
more defirous of a kingdome, then 
therich menof our time are defirous £ 
dfgolden gaine.Butit it bee amatter ke 
of coſte or trouble, if they cannot 
heare-the worde preached withour 
lome hinderance to their worldlye | 
bulineſſe , and ſome extraordinaric 7 
ſaarge to their purſle, then like we 4 
| Gada- 


Luke. 8. 
MW 13-45 


4. Tam. 4.2. 
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AMaries Choiſe. 
Gadarenes, they are content to take 
their leaue of Chriſtand his worde, 
and had rather looſe'that heauenly 
Pearle, then they would parte from 
their carthly pelte. 

Thus in Chriſtwee haue the pat- 
terneof agood Paſtor, and in Marie 
the patterne of a good hearer : Let 
Miniſters learne by his example, to 
take all occaſtons to preachthe word, 
to be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſez. 
ſon, and let Chriſtians lcarne by hir 
exathple, firſt to ſecke the kingdome 
of God and his righteouſneſle, and 
on to prouide for the things of this 

fe. | 
While Marie was carefull for the 
foode of the ſoule, Martha was curi- 
ons to-prouide toode tor the bodie, 
hir-ereareſt care was'to entertecyne 
Chriſt and to make hit good cheere 


to teſtific hir thankfull-minde vnrd , 
him that had dooneſ6 great thitigy , 


forthem , hee had'rayſet hirbrothe 


Lazarus from dearhtolite, —_—_ * 


- 3 — bh —_ _— — 
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Mavies Choife. ” 7 
het was worthye to bee well enter. 1.Kiny17, ? 
teyned. ( 

If Elias deſerued to bee well dealt x 
withall at the hande of his hoſteſle, 


whoſcſonne he had reſtoredto life: , x;,,., 
or Elyſa deſerued ſuch enterteyne- | 
ment for hir ſonnes reuiuing ; then 
YH ſurelie our Sauiour Chriſt was wor- 
FF thieto be welcome hither, where hee 
» had rayſed Lazarus out of his graue, 
- 
i 


wherein hee had lyne by theſpace of 

foure dayes before. It was well doone ,,, _ 
cY therefore of Martha to ſhewe hir / 
dF thankefull minde vnteo Chriſt, bur it 
uSY was not well doone at that time to 

ſhewe her ſelfe thankefull in that 
ne} manner , it was then time to heare 
ir the worde : for at that time Chriſt | 
1©Y preached the worde, itwas no time 
ng forhir to ſpende thattime in other 
ICY affayres, and to neglect the greateſt 
Nt xfaire,the meanes of hir owne fal- 
NSY uation, 
nel It was not vnlawfull for Martha 
- tolabour, no more then ie was valaw- 


' Awth.26. 


Las. 5. 


Ecele. z. 


Maries Choife; 
full for Peter to leepe, butwhen 
Chriſt was preaching, it was no time 
for hirto bee ſo buſie in ſeruing,; no 
more then it'was time for Peter to 
ſleepe when Chriſt willed him fo car- 
neſtly to watch and praye . When 
Chriſt preached out of Symons ſhip 
to the people that ſtoode vppon the 
ſhore,it was notime for Peter to play 
the Fiſherman. Butwhen Chriſt had 
left ſpeaking and commanded him to 
aunch into the deepe, then it was 
time for Peter to let downe the ner. 
There isa time wherein weought to 
labour in our vocation, and a time 
wherein weought to heare the word, 
and as we may notvtterly ncglect our 
lawtfull callings, to followe Wo 
ſo muſt wee not beſtow. the Sabaoth 
which is conſecratedto the ſeruice of 
God, in following the workes of our 
vocation. . All things haue their ap- 
pointed time ( ſaith the wiſe man) 
Eccle.3.and euery thing is ſeemely in 
his conuenient ſeaſon ; but when 
thing 


| — 


= 

 aakesChotfei 

doone prepoſterouſly and 

outof order, there followeth confu- 

fion. 

Although Martha did not heare 

Chriſt,yetdid ſhe labour for Chriſt: 

many /1n our dayes will neyther la- 

bourfor Chriſt, norheare of Chriſt, 

but as the Ifraclites were wearye of ywe.z:; 

their iourney in the wildernefle, and 

lothed that heauenly Manna,ſotheſe 

men are wearie of cuery godly exer- 

cile,, andare ſoone cloyed with the 

word of God . The five fooliſh Vir- arub.a5; 

gins waſted their Oyletonopurpoſe, 

and whilethey wentto buic,were ex- 

cluded the marriage, and theſe foo- 

liſh men ſpende this time of grace 

vainely and wantonly., as though at- ( 

terthis lifethere were no time of iju- 

ſtice and vengeance tobe feared. The 

daye ſcrueth tor their prideor profit, 

thenight is ſpent in ſporte and plea- 

fare, and no time is lett to heare the | 

worde . When wee are praying taey 's 

are playing ; when we are preaching 
F- Z racy | (i Ap_ 
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CMaries Choiſe, 
they are cating and drinking, like the 
old world, that cate and dranke, that 
marryed wiues, and gauc in mariage 
while Noah was preparing the Arke, 
forthe ſauing of his houſhold.Andas 
Baals Prieſts wounded themſclues to 
ſerue their Ido!l , fo theſe men take 
dangerous courſes , and ſtrangely 
trouble themſclues to ſcrue the di. 
uell. 

Nowe Martha findeth hir ſelfe a- 
greeued, and begins to enuie hir (iſt, 
ers excerciſe, as Ioſephs brethren en. 
uyed him for his dreames , and the 
ſonnes of Iſhai that diſdained theyr 
brother Dauid for his forwardneſle 
inthe combat with Goliath, 

Theſe two liſters., that in other 
things agreed ſo well togither, in this 
doo difter ſomuch, that Chriſt muſt 
hauethe hearing of the matter, and 
decidethe controuecrſie; Martha plai- 
eth the Plaintife and accuſcth hir fiſt- 
er; Marye the detendant, anſwereth 
by hir Aduocate,and Chriſt himſelfe 

that 


AMaries Choiſe. 
thattooke vppon him the office of an 
Aduocate, 15 become the Iudge, and 
giueth ſentenceon Maryesfide;Mar- 
tha complaineth of hir ſiſters ſloth- 
fulneſle, and ſeemeth after a forte to 
blame our Sauiour for winking at it, 
requiring him to ſee the matter re- 
dreſſed ſpeedily. But Chriſt firſt re- 
prooueth Marthaes curioſitie , and 
then exculeth, yea and commendeth 
Maries care, In Martha it appeareth 
howe willing wee are to pleaſe our 
ſclues in our owne conceits,and how 
ready to conceiue amiſle of others 
dooings 2a ſometime to prefer our 
owne defedts, before the perfections 
of other men . If Danid chaſten his 
ſoule with faſting, it ſhallbee turned © 
to his reproofe ; if hee put on Sack- 
cloth to teſtifie his contrition, they 
icſt athim, and the drunkards make 
ſongs of him : if Iohn Baptiſt be tem- £*t4--7-27- 

I perate in his apparrell anddyet, they 

| will fay hee hath adiuell. It Paul an- 484.25 

; | fiverediſcrectely for 2 Tay: 
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eMaries Chorſe. 
bee charged to bee mad with ouer 
much learning ; yea if our Sauiour 


"*3* Chriſt himſclte trequentthecompa 


nteof finners, to reclaime them from 
finne, they willnot ſticke to call him 
a friend and companion of Publi- 
cansand ſinners. Among vs, if there 
be any thatbe more forward in religj- 
onthen the reſt,and more diligent to 
heare the worde, as Maric was, there 
ſhall not want ſome or other to cen- 
ſure them at their pleaſure , yea to 
finde faulte and to condemne them 
for ſodoing: yetare not the godlyto 
bee diſcouraged herewith,orto deſiſt 
from theyr godly exerciles: for as the 
Lordeanſwered for Mary when thee 
held hir peace; ſothe Lorde will de- 
fend their cauſe, and take their-part a- 
gainſttheir aduerſaries . The Lorde 
cannot abide to heare his ſeruants ill 
ſpoken off, but is alwayes ready to 
mainteine their right, and ro an{were 
tor them, He will not ſuffer Labanto 
ſpcake an ill worde to his {ernant Ta- 
cob, 


fat 


mn 


Marie Choſe. | 
cob.And if Aaron and Myriam mur- 


mure againſt Moiſes ,the Lorde will mY 


puniſhit with leproſie, whata com- 
tortable thing is this to the godly,that 
the king of kings will take Geir parts, 
and will not ſuffer them to ſuſteyne 
any wrong, Hee is a moſt ſure and 
truſtic friend , that will not abide his 
friend to bee backbited or ill ſpoken 
of , but eyther hee will anſfwere in 
their defence, or hee will finde ſome 
meanes to ſtopthemouthes, and re- 
ſtrainetheflanderous toungs of their 
enemics,as ſomtime he ſtopt Balaams 
paſſage, when hee went to curſe his 


people , andcauſed the dumbe beaſt ****? 


toſpeake, and to reprooue the mad- 
nefle of the Propher, rather then he 


woulde haue his people to bee cur{- 2.24.4.19 


ſed. 
The repititionof Marthaes name, 
argueth the vehemencie and carneſt- 
.neſſe of this admonition. The Lordis 
faine tobe very carneſt and importu- 
nate with ys, before hee canreclaime 
E 4 VS. 


: 
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Maries Choiſe. 
vs. Sowhen God ſpake vnto Abra. 
ham, hee calleth him twiſc by name; 
Chriſt called Peter thriſe by name, 
Iohn.21. to cauſe him makehis three. 
fould confeſſion, to make amends for 
his threefold deniall . And when the 
Lordeſpake vnto Samuel, hee called 
him foure ſeucrall times by name 
before hee anſwered ; for ſuch is 
the great metrcie of GOD , that he 
is content to admoniſh vs often of 
our dutie, and ſuch is the dulneſſe 
andperuerſeneſſe of our crooked na- 
ture , that wee cannot bee gayned 
by the firſt admonition: but the Lord 
muſt call vs often and carneſtly, be- 
fore we will harken vnto him. 
Thereare two thingsin this ſpeach 
of Chriſt to beobſerued.. The firſt is 
his modeſt reprehenfton,of Marthaes 
immoderate care : the other is , his 
friendly detence of Maries choiſe, 
Though Martha was very careful 
to entertaine Chriſt in the beſt man- 
ner,yetit he perceiue any thing in bir 
wot- 


Maries Choife. 
worthie of reprehenſion, he will not 
ſtick to tell hirof it : he willnot ſooth 
hir in hir ſaying , nor ſmooth hir in 
hir owne conceit, for all the trouble 
and coſtthat ſhe beſtowesvpon him. 
If we be often inuited to ſome mans 
table , and kindely enterteyned, it 
would bee vnkindlye taken , if wee 
ſhould finde fault with any diſorder, 
but foraſmuch as all Chriſt his ai- 
ons are the inſtructions of Chriſtians, 
therefore euery Chriſtian,buteſpeci- 
ally Preachers, whome it more ſpect- 
ally concerneth, muſt learne by this 
example how to behaue themlſclues, 
when they are inuited to great feaſts: 
namely to ſpeake their conſcience 
freely when they ſce a fault. The beſt 


requitall that wee can make for our / 


good cheere,is to giue good counſell 
and wholſome admonition to them 
that inuite vs . When Chriſt dined 
with the Phariſey, Luke. 11. and was 
miſliked for not waſhing before din- 
ner , hee tooke occaſion to gy" 
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Maries Choiſe, 
their hypocciſie, their outward ſhow 
of holinefle, which was the finne of 
the Phariſcs : andat another time he 
noteth them , for preaſing to the 
chicfe placesat banquets, and ſhew- 
eth what modelticis to bee obſcrued 
in fitting downe to meate, and what 
gueſts ſhouldbe biddento our table, 
So ſhould Preachers behaue them- 
ſelues towards thoſe that inuite them 
togreatfealts, where they ſec perhaps 
ſome faultor diſorder , cither in the 
Maiſterofthe houſe,or in ſome other 
of the gueſts ; to ſaye vntothem thus 
or otherwiſe ,as thecaſe requireth : 1 
will warne you of onething that will 
doo you good, that you would leaue 
yourviuric and extortion,your couc- 
touſneſle and opprefiion , that you 
would leaue yourſweating and blal- 
pheming thename of God, thatyou 
would forbeare to prophane the 
LordsSabaoth, that you would leaue 
your pride and excecfle in'your dyet 
and apparrell : that you __ of- 

care 


Maries Choiſe: 

beare toſpeake ill ofany behind heir 
backes , orto beare any malice or ha- 
tred to any of your neighbors . Theſe 
are the faults which are caſte to be e- 
ſpycd almoſt in euery place , and 
theſe are the faultes which the fayrh- 
full miniſter of Chriſt Teſus ſhould 
not leaue vnreprooied whereſocuer 


he commerh,but as Eliastould Ahab -K7g-:9. 


of his Idolatrie, though hee were his 
king, and Iohn Baptiſt tould Herod 


of his adulterie,though he did many 44. :4 
things for him,and heard him gladly: Mark,6.29 


ſo ſhould the preacher reprooue t 
people for their notorious offences, 
notwithſtanding ſome fauours arid 


curteſies receiued from them. 

If Chriſt had cauſe to finde faulte 
with Martha for hir to6' much dili- 
_ inhisenterteinement,itſcemes 

ce was notcurious of his dyet,” bur 
would hauebeene content with ſim- 
Ple cates : he wasno delicate or dain- 
tie pueſt; hee did nor affetor delight 
infumpruous banquets,or cofltly fate, 
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the word, withan carneſt care to liue 


eMartes Choiſe. | 
herather _—_ areligious heart, a 
conſtant faith,a willing mindto heare 


- thereafter. Theſe are the things wher. 


inthe Lordedelighteth, theſcare the 
iuncates which hee defireth , and 
which he preferreth before all carth- 
ly cheere . Thus is Martha reprehen- 
ded for hir curiofitie : now let vs ſee 
how Maric is excuſed and commen- 
ded for hir godly care. Onething is 
neceſlary ( faith Chriſt) and wharis 
that one thing 2 cuen to heare the 
word preached , whichis the power 
of God toſaluation,toeuery onethat 
belecueth. Aman may better want 
all things then that one necdfulthing, 
and yet wedelireallother things,and 
neglect that one thing which is ſo 
needfull. This one thing hath Marie 
choſen; and therefore hath choſen 
the better part. Marthaes part is good 
bicauſe it prouideth for this preſent 
life : bur Marics part is better, bicauſe 
it leadeth to cternall life . It is good 

—s 


. eQMariesChoiſe, 

tobe occupyed aboutour calling ,to 
zet ourliuing : butitis better to bee 
occupied in hearing the word, which 
gable to ſaue our ſoules. As the head 
and the foot are both needfull inthe 
body, ſo Marie and Martha are both 
needfull in a commonwealth : man 
hath two vocations, the one carthlye 
by his labour, the other heanenly 

his prayer . There is the actiue life, 
which confiſteth in practiſing the af- 
fayres of this lite, wherein manſhew- 
th himſclfe to beelike himſelfe, and 
there is the contemplariue life, which 
conſiſteth in the meditation of diuine 
and heauenly things, wherein man 
ſheweth himlſelte to bee like the An- 
els : for they which labourin their 
temporall vocations,doliuelikemen, 
but they which labour in ſpirituall 
matters, liue like Angels: When they 
heare the word, God ſpeaketh vnto 
them : when they pray , they ſpeake 
vnto God,;ſo that there is a continual 
conference betweene Godandthem, 

| bicauſc 
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bicauſe they are contineally exerd- 


_  ſedinhearingorpraying. 


Chriſt loued Martha tor hir hoC.: 
pitalitie, as Iſaac loued Eſau for his 
Veniſon.Sodid he loue Mary for hir- 
diligence in hearing his word, as Re- 


becca loued Iacob forharkning to hir 
voice. A nurſſe which hath hir breſt 
full ofmilke, doth lone the child that 


Gen,z rot. 


ſacks it from hir : and Chriſt which: 


hath his breſt full of heauenly milke, 
is glad when he hath children to ſuck 
the ſame, Let vstherfore(as the Apo- 
1e-2.1-2-ſftlewilleth vs,r:Pet.2.1.2)laying aſide 


all maliciouſneſle, and all guile, and: 


diſlimulation, and enuic,and all eni!! 
ſpeaking ;zas new borne babes deire 
that-fincere milke of the worde ; that 

we may grow thereby to bee perfect 

men in ChriſtIcſus:let vs breath aſter 

the fountaine of lining water, which 
 ſoringethvpyntocternall lite, as the 
?/et.4r,r. faintic Haredehreth the water brook 
toquench his thirſt,and foraſmuch as 


One 


many things are ſo troubleſome, and, 
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Maries Chaiſe. 
enething is ſo needetull , let vs ſecke 
that one needfull thing,the end of all 
things,cuen to feare God and keepe 
his commandements,which wemuſt 
learne by hearing the word of God, 
whereby faith (without the which it 
s impoſlibletopleaſe God)is begot- 
ten & nouriſhed inthe hearts of men, 
This is that good part which Ma- 
ie hath choſen , by ſo much better 
then hir ſiſters choite, bicauſe itcon- 
cerneth abetterlife,and hath the frui- 
tion of this preſent life , Mary hath a 
double portion:Sheheard theword,; 
andeate of the meare, which hirſiſter 
dreſſed, for godlineſle hath thepro- 
miſe of this life, & of the life to come, 
As forall other things , whether they 
be honors, promotions,pleaſures,and 
what not , they ſerue onely for the 
maintenance of this ww lyfe, 
which is ſo ſhort, and ſubic@to mu- 
tbilitic : but the word of Godis the 
fode of the ſoule, the bread of life, 
that immortallſeede which bringeth 
foorth 
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AMaries Choife. 
foorth fruite vnto eternall life. Letthe 
worde of God therefore be precious 
vnto vs,becauſc it is {o permanent, for 
heauen andearth muſt paſſe, but the 
worde of God endureth for euer . If 
we make choiſe of any thing beſide, 
it muſt be taken from vs, or weſhal be 
takenfromit : butif we make choiſc 
of this one thing , it ſhall never 
bee taken from vs neither in this 
worldnor in the world to come. The 
Lord grant thatwee benot only hea- 
rers butdoers of the word,that it may 
betruly ſayd of vs, as Chriſt ſaid of 
his diſciples , that heard his prea- 
ching, Behold my brother,my fiſter, 
and mother : or as hee anſwered the 
woman that commended his 
carnall kindred ; Bleſſed are 
they that heare the word 
of God, and keepe 
the ſame. 


FINIS: 


A Godly Pra er, to bee ſaid at 


Himes. 


J FEcauſe I haue finned & 
4 9 D Lord,and doone wicked- 
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| ly in thy fight,and prouo- 
Fa > ked thee to anger by my 
z [@)® abhominable wickednes, 

* 77 \" 1 making my bodie which 


— :hou haſt ordained a veſ- 
ſell for thine honor,an inftrumentto moſt de- 
teſtable fhittfines,6 Lord be merciful vntome, 
and pardon mee this great wickednes : looke 
notypon mee good father, with the eyes of 
iultice,neither do thou drawe againſt me the 
ſword of judgement,for then how ſhall I that 
am but duſt, ſtand in thy preſence, whenthy 
wrathfull indignation cometh foorth as a 
whirlewind, and thy heauic diſpleaſure as a 
mightie tempeſt: ſeeing the __ erembleth, 
the depthsare diſcouered, and the veric hea - 
uens areſhaken when thou art angrie ? Exer- 
ciſe nottherefore thy furie againſtme,thatam 
but as chaffe before the winde, and as {tubble 
2gainſt a flaming fire: though I have ſinned 
grieuouſlic in thy fight, preterring my wicked 
defire , before thy holy commandement : e- 
tteeming the pleaſute of a moment, before 
eternall and cuerlaſting ioyes : nay , whichis 
worſe , making more account of yilenefle and 
yanitic,andextzeame folly, and madnes, then 

F of 


A Prayer. 
ofthe glory and maieſty of the moſt excellent, ' 
wonderfull,and bleſſed God, nothing dread- 
ing his difpleaſure , whoſe wrath maketh the 
diuels to quake , and burnerh a 
vnto the bottomleſſe pit ofhell; whoſe might 
is ſo great, that by the breath of his noſthrils 
heis able in the ewinkling pf aneye to deſtroy 
a thouſand worlds: yet am I bold,proftrating 
my ſelte before the throne of thy mateſtie, 
heartily co beſeechr, and humblie toentreate 
thee,that thou wilt not deale with me accor- 
ding to my merites, for I haue deſerued that 
thou ſhould({traine downe fire and brimſtone 
from out of heauen vypon me to deuour me, or 
to openthe earth vynderneath me , to ſwallow 
me vpquick ynto hell : but thou art gratious 
ard full of compaſſion, and rich in mercies, 
therefore do men put their truſt vnder the ſha. 
dow of thy wings. Ihaue none in heauen to 
flievnto but thee, nor in earth,of whom I may 
receive any comfort , but at thy fauourable 
hande,which are [tretchedout day andnight, 
torecciue all thatby carneſt repentance turne 
vntothee, being readie tocaſeall tholethatare 
laden withthe burthen of their finne , and to 
refreſh their diſtreſſed confiences , In the mul- 
ticude ofthy mercies I approche ynto thee 6 
Lord, deliring thee to looke downe from the 
height ofthy {anCtuarie, vppon me poore and 
wretched finner , and to wipe away mine of- 

| fences, 
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fences, and to blotte out my miſdeedes,:c{pe- 
ciallie this my vngratious, vacleane, and ya- 
godlyeact, that ir may not come yppe in re- 
membrance with thee , nor bee imputed to 
mee forcuer, for 'thy ſonnes ſake 6 Lorde,iun 
whome:thouart well plealed, in whom.thou 
walt fully fariſtied vppon the crofle for 
ſinnes: graunt mee tree pardon and ama 
onof that I haue ſo foobſhlic by my exceos 
dog frailtie , commitred againſt thee ay abis, 
ſhamefull deed . But 6 thou my vucleancand 
ynthankfull ſoule !1my vngadly and rebellious 
heare! what didI fintull wreach and execras 
ble caitife,ſo blindlie and deſfperatlic attempt? 
Howe art thou becomequite ſenceleſle, that 
thou wal(tſo readie to anger thy moſt lqving, 
Gad,and toprouoke thy moſt mighye ws 
that thou mighteſt ſariſhe-thy filthie s 
ſuborned boch- by thine: and Gods moke: 
malitious aduerſarie , to gricue and yex\ the, 
ſpirit ofthe Lord, and to damne thy- ſelfe for 
eucv2;Hach- not (od of ts fingular fauaut, 
mady the heauensof old, and placed the ſunne 
andmoone inthem, twoglorious lights, with 
ingQumerable ſtarres, a wonderſull workman- 
ſhip farthy vic and benefir? Hath hee nor lit- 
ted vp the clouds by his ſtrong armegandhea- 
pedtreaſures ofraigne,haile,and ſgow,to doe 
theeſcruice? Hah heenot inthe might of the 
world laid the fangrdatians pt the-40Bog0t 
i025 FF 3 rnou 


— 


AH Prayer. 
thou -mighceſt haue a ſtable habitation , ang 
mighteſt from thence behold euery way,thou 
lookeft the walles of his beautifull pallace, 
Hath hee not gathered the waters into one 
place , and —_ the drie land appeare, and 
drawne foorth by his powre a pure ſubſtance 
of aire berweene heauen and earth, that fiſhes 
might multiplie inthe ſeas, foules in great a- 
boundance fl inthe open face of the firma- 
ment,tender plants, hearbs,flowers, and trees 
in all yarictie , growe and frutifie vpon the 
ground: yea creeping things,cattell and beaſts 
increafe in infinite number, in paſtures, fields, 
gardens,orchards,and yU - and all theſe ts 
doc thee pleaſure? Hath he not further giuen 
chee ſprings and riuers, gold and filuer, pearles 
and iewels; cuen plenrie of Rreames , ſtones, 
atid mertall , to furniſh thee with whatſocuer 
for profite thou necdeſt, or for pleaſure deſi- 
reſt? Hath hee not made thee Lord andruler 
overall his craatures, euen ouer the huge Ele- 
phants, the Whale, the ſtrong Lion,and Vni- 
corne,and horſe of warre ? ouer the ſauage Ti- 
gars ,Beares , and Wolues? ouer the mightic 
Eagle, Griffin, Vultur, Oſtrich , and Haulke? 
Art thounot clad anddefended, fed and en- 
riched , cheered and renowned by theſe his 
creatures, and that all the partes of thy bodie, 
and ſences efthy minde night be parrakers of 
his goodnes, and with his ſweetnes refreſhed, 
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comforted & delightedin great meaſure? Yea 
aboue allthis , hah heenot breathedintoth 

bodie an immorrtall ſoule, that thou mightet 
remaine with himin glorie for euer? Did hee 
not atthe firſt frame thee hke ynto himſelfe, 
that he might therefore loue thee as his ſonne? 
Did hee not caft intothy - 2695 beames of 


_— 


his wiſedome , that thou through thy vnder- 
ſtanding mighteſt behold him and his | 
and fhrred vp ſparkes of 


that thou mighteſt by t 
him and his bountie, and bee made perfe&tly 
bleſſed by his infinite happineſſe , who when 
Adam thy vngratefull father by diſtruſting 

him that had faithfullypromiſed,was 
lie ableto fulfill his will, <ad reſolutely deter- 
mined , exceedingly to aduance him , hauing 
_ him this whole worlde in teltimonie 
creof, by diſcontenting his minde with the 
excellent eſtate he was placed inof vnſpeake- 
able loue,ynleſſe he might be as good as God 
himſelfe , proudly defiring to make duſt the 
fellow ofhim who was from euerlaſting, inh- 
vitely full of w mms 5s ag and ma- 
ieſtie,and haddoone all this at the perſwaſion 
ofthe moſt traiterous rebell of his right grati- 
ous king,& ſpitcfull enemic ofhis moſt boun- 
afull maſter, euventhen when this moſt villa- 
nous conſpiring with Gods notorious aducr- 
arie, had deſerued immmortall hatred againſt 
F 3 him: 
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him,and all that pertained vnto him: yeathee 
as yet vnborne , but contained in him, whoſe 
whole maſſe by this impious diſobedience be- 
came by juſt iudgement a remple ofcurſled c- 
ſtate-foreuer,and for euer : thou zlio thy ſeife 
bringing foorth fruite of contempt of his law, 
who is molt holy, mercifull and mightie : yer 
cuen-then I ſay , of vaſpeakeable pittic and 
compaſſionincended, nay promiſed , nay la- 
boured to deliugr him & thee from that dread- 
full vengeance which yee had purchaſed by 
your owne wicked and yngratious demerits, 
and to reconcile you baſe abictts and vile caſt 
aways, and yet ſtubborne and {pightfull ha- 
ters of the great God Tehouah , who when 
there was no meanes to bee found in heauen, 
nor ſeas, norinthe carth , nor ynderthe carth, 
butthar he ſhould damne his onely begotten 
ſonne, the verie brightnes of his glorie, who 
neuer offended him , but was an eternall de- 
light vnto his ſoule,and reioycing vntohis{pi- 
rit,that thou mighteſt be ſaued,a grofle lumpe 
of {lime and clay, ſtill vexing him by thy wick- 
ednes ; yet deliuered his Pane into the full 

ower of Sathan,to put him to a molt ſhane- 

F death,by the wu of molt deteſtable per- 
ſons, and did caſt himfarre away out of hi: fz- 
vour,and threw him downe into the bottoms 
leſte pit of his vaſupportable wrath and ind:g- 
nation,that thou mighteſt be placedberween 
his 
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his owne armes inthe kingdome ofheauen, in 
all roialtic and glorie,as his deere and entirely 
beloued ſonne. Whie therfore waſt thou 6my 
vnholy and vnthankfull nature , ſo readie and 
rone, ſo violent and headlong to commir 
things highly diſpleaſant in his fight, who in a 
manner, and as farre as it was poſlible , flewe 
himſelfe for thy ſafetie, when he had no crea- 
ture ſo diſobedient ynto him as thee ? O thou 
my inward foule, and ſpiriteof my minde a- 
wake,andftand vp todefend thy ſelfe,for thou 
art beſieged with mightie enimies, the prince 
of darknefle,the rulers ofthe aire,the ſpirituall 
craftineſle and pollicics of hell ! why ariſeſt 
thou notthouſluggard?thy foes in greatnum- 
ber are prepared with manie ambuſhments, 
hauing a huge armie all maliciouſlie bent, 
with yenemous dartes topearce thorowe th 
heart: they are cntred -byhold ,atall five gates 
ofthy outward ſences: yea they haue broken 
downethy inward doores, and haue left thee 
but one windowe towardes heauen tocſcape 
by,cuenthy praiers, whereto the ſpirirof God 
waighteth thy ſpeedie comming: make haſt © 
thou heauie with ſleepe , or thou art taken by 
thy cruell enimies , whoſe handes are of iron, 
and their teeth of ſeele, to grindethy verye 
bones to powder: harken no longer to that 
Rinking harlot , thy wicked appetite, which 
lying in thy boſome ,defireth nothing bur thy 
viter 
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ytter deſtruion; ſhee perſwadeth thee that 
thou art in no preſent danger,that ſhe may re- 
joyce atthy miſcrable end. It may bee thou 
thinkeſt othou chicte of fooles, and Oxethat 
art fed to the {laughter, that though thou goe 
on alittle way in thy »leaſant path, thou maiſt 
returne backe when thou wilt, andthy little 
wandering wil not greatly be regarded. O thou 
vawiſe and fottiſh ofheart ! when wilt thou 
vaderſtand ? Hath the {onne of God indured 
ſuch paine for the ſmalleſt of thy finnes , and 
makeſt thou ſo light account of fo gricuous 
crimes? Dooth the lawe thundercucles, and 
plagues, and cuerlaſting torments againſt thy 
leaſt vnordinate motions , and did{t thounot 
dread to petforme fo ſhameleſle a practiſe? 
Knoweſt thou not that the eyes of God, and 
his Angels behold the dooing that thou woul- 
deſt be aſhamed to doe in the preſence of vn- 
odly men,orvanclcane beaſts? or doelt thou 
not conſiderhow thou diddeſt gricue the ſpi- 
rite of God , who hath vouchſafed of his inh- 
nite mercie, to dwell in thy bodice to this end, 
chieflye that hee might mortifie thy carnall 
luſts * Why did(tthou then defile histemple, 
which h:ce hath ſan&tifed to bee an houſe for 
himſelfe to dwell in ? rake heed thou driue not 
outſo worthie and noble a gueſt, by fuch ſwi- 
niſh and fleſhly behauiour,whoif he once de- 
part,then ſhalt thou be anhold for a 4's 
| egi- 
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legions ofdamned ſpirites,that they may ſtuffe 
thee full ofall manner of iniquitie,and then at 
length become pitchand Brimſtone, to main- 
raine the fire of Gods ſcorching wrath inthy 
ſinewes, ſpirits, andinward bowels, drinking 
out in full meaſure the dregs ofthe wine of his 
rage and fury : and canſt Ton be ſo blind and 
retchleſle , that for the vaine pleaſure of finne 
fora little while , thou wilt conttraine God ta 
rornient the euerlaſtingly,who it may be cucn 
atthis inſtant,if thou wiltftill rric his patience 
and long ſufferance, will ſodainly take thy ſpi- 
rite from thec , orcome in judgementtore- 
compencetoall ſinners by his finall ſentence 
in the burning of the whole world,the ſtipend 
of horrot,ſhame,confuſton,and viter reproba- 
tion: & waigh with thy ſelfe,that to approach 
to God is the chieteſtioy of the choſen;to be- 
hold his glorious countenance in the face of 
his ſonne, whereas thy finnes do ſeparate thee 
from him, and make thee afraide to ſpeaketo 
him by prayers, whuch is thy chicfeſt and grea- 
reſt ſolace in this mortal life. How much more 
will thy vngodlines make thee with delay of 
the laſt judgement , the ſpecdic and preſent 
comining whereof 'is a chiefe proppe of our 
fight”, in the midit of ſo manie troubles and 
temptations : and withall , remember how 
the diuell that roring lion laboceth by thisim- 
pure a&t,to make thee moſt filthie & lothſome 
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in the ſight of God, and reioyceth to ſeethy 
jous father, mercifull Saujour , and com- 
ortable ſanftifier, ſo abuſed and withſtood, 
and angered by thee whom he hath wonder- 
fully made,carecfully preſerued,and deerely re- 
deemed,and tenderhe loued,that if it may bee 
thou ſhouldeſt by vttcr\apoſtahie , diſhonour 
him inthe face ofthe world, who hath aduan- 
cedthee inthe preſence of all his Angels: and 
though thou be ſo ſure in faith that thoucanſt 
not vtterly fall ( the conſideration whereof 
ſhould make thee more dutifull , and not in- 
courage thee in a finfull courſe)yer maiſt thou 
by lice andlittle, and by often falling, bring 
thy ſelte into a better liking, both ofthe wick- 
ed,& of wickednes it ſelfe, whom thou ough- 
teſt to hate with a perfect hatred, &then God 
by iuſt iudgement, caſtthee intoa ſure ſleepe, 
that thy filthineſſe may be ſeene of men, and 
thou condemned to = griefe of the righte- 
ons,and {corned to the ſhame of the yngodly, 
and in the meane ſeaſon, by prouoking Gods 
judgment, be ſpoiled of thy goodly ornamets: 
ofthy godly defires, of religious thoughts, of 
zealous aftetions, of chriftiancommunicati- 
on,ofholy indeuours,of aſſured perſwafions of 
faith , of Redfaft waitings through hope ; of 
conſtant ſuffering by patience, andheartiere- 
ioylings from loue. Inthe perfect conſumma- 


tion of which things,becaule al happines con- 
ſſteth, 


—— = 
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* fiſteth, beware thou carelefſe wretch, leaſt ſo- 


dainly by thy abhominable filchineſſe,thou ei- 
ther 6 a time wholy depriuc thy ſelfe of com- 
fortable feeling of theſe things,or much dimi- 
niſh thy preſent graces and bleſſings receiued 
of the holy {pirir, to the glorie of God the Fa» 
ther, But why doeT viter my voice;or ftriue to 
make a dead catkas moue? 0 quicken thoume 
that art the fountaine of life, and call thowour 
of heauen thy dwelling place, that my wan- 
dring ſoule may heare the yoice of hirſhep- 
heard , and followe thee whither' ſocucr thou 
leadeſt: nay of thy xender compaſſion takeme 
vp vpon thy ſhoulders,and carrie mee =! 
into thy fold again: fortheeues haue ſtolne me 
away,& haue bound my feete fo that I carmot 
g0,and they watch for me vntil thou art gone, 
that they may carrie me away quick fromthy 
paſtures: 6do thoutherefore preſently deliuer 
me,and give methy helping hand:ocaft thou 
downe by thy ſpirit my raging luſt, and by thy 


grace {ubdue mine vntamed aftection. F am 


weake © Lorde, and ynable to refiſtrhe force 


of my mightie aduerſarie : ſende thy helpe 
from aboue, and ſaue mee out of the jawes of 
the cruell Lion : rhou haſt deliucred me ont of 
the mouth of hell; 6 letnotthe gates thereof 
anie more preuaile againſt mee : let mee not 
anye longer bee occupyed in vngodlineſle, 
leaſt mife enimie triumph ouer mee; ſaying 

in 
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in his malicious heart, there, there, ſo would I 
haue it. Letthis ſinne be farre from me 6 Lord, 
that I ſhould defile my ſelfe anie more with 
this notorious wickednefle : worke therefore 
in mine heart an vtter deteſtation of it, that I 
=y cuer hereafter keepe my ſelfe pure and 
vaſpotted for thy kingdom, Thou that art able 
to make of ſtones children to Abraham,molli- 
fie Ipraythee my ſonic heart,that all manner 
of ſonne like affections may bee imprinted 
therein : plucke yp 6 good father theſe rootes 
of bitternefle , that no vnſauorie fruite may 
come of the tree , which thou by thine owne 
hand haſt planted. I defire,Llooke,l call, I crie, 
forthy affiſtance, that I may conquer this vn- 
ruly motion. O blefſed ſauiour,that haſt gran- 
ws ſo manie petitions vppon carth, to them 
that were carcfull forthe bodie : fulfill I pray 
thee , this my defire ; not for health , nor 
ſtrength, nor riches, nor honour, nor for food, 
nor apparell,but forthine heauenlie grace and 
inſpiration : yea let mee loſe all thoſe, rather 
then beleft to my finfull Aleſh,thatI ſhould be 
ruled anie longerthereby. Mortific good fa- 
therin me the old bodic of finne, and giue vn- 
to me a new bodie , purged from theſe dead 
works to ſerue the liuing God: renew my ſpi- 
ritdayly,thatI may calt away theſe workes of 
darknefſe : let it be enough 6 mercifull Father, 
that my weakneſle infailing ———— 
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chaſed,ſomightely,ſo grariouſlic,and ſo dear= 
lie forys: we belecue and know,thatone drop 
of his bloud , is ſufficient to heale our infirmi- 
ties,pardon our iniquities, and ſupplic ourne+ 
celhities, but without thy grace, our light, our 
ſtrength,our guide,we are able ro do nothing, 
bur finne,as wofull experience hath taught vs 
toolong , andthe example of them which are 
voide thereof, whoſe life is nothing elſe but 
the ſeruice of the world, the fleſh and the di- - 
uell. Therefore good father,as thou in fpeciall 
fauour halt appointedvs to ferue thee, like as 
thou haſt ordained all ather creatures to ſerue 
vs: ſo may it pleaſe thee to ſend downethy 
heauenly Girir intothis earthly manhon,to i]- 
uminate our mindes , mollifie our hearts, 
change our affections, ſubdue our reaſon; re- 
generate our wils, and purifie our natureto 
this duric; ſo ſhall nor thy benefits, ror thy 
chaſtiſments, nor thy word returne yoide, but 
accompliſh that for the which they were ſent, 
yntill we be renuedto the image of thy ſonne. 
Good Lord we beſceech thee, lovke downe in 
the multitude of thy compaſſions , yppon thy 
militant Church, tis hnfull Realine, thy gra- 
tious Handmaide our dread Soneraigne, her 
Honourable Counſell , the ciu:!l Magiſtrates, 
the paynefull Miniſters , the two Vniuerſ1- 
ties, the peoplethar fit in darkeneſle , andall 
nat bearethy crofle.Garher ys into one com- 
munion 
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munion of thy truth,and giue ynto euerie man 
a ſpiritto his calling,that we being mindfull of 
the accompr, and that weeare called Chriſti. 
ans, may firmely reſolue , ſpeedely begin, and 
continually perſcuer in _—_ and ſu ring 
thy holy will. Good Lord blefle and ſanRtific 
our meeting,that no tempration hinder me in 
ſpeaking , nor them in hearing , but that thy 
word may be heard and ſpoken as the word of 
God, which is able to faue our ſoules in that 
day,howſocuerit pleaſeth thee by weake and 
fooliſh things to magnihie thy ſelfe. There is 
nocauſe 6God moſtiult, why thouſhouldeſi 
heare finners, which art diſpleaſed with fine, 
but for his ſake which fſuftered for ſinne , and 
finned not : in whoſe name we are bold to 
lift yp ourhearts , hands, and yoices 
ynto thee, praying as he hath 
taught vs : Our Father 
Which art in hea- 
nen,ec. 
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